If you are Ill

(See below for Frequently Asked Questions/Answers)

 

Same process applies for active duty/Reserves/Guardsmen/DoD Contractors and Emergency Essential Personnel


 

1)                 Notify your chain of command of any adverse reaction(s) you feel are a result from the vaccine. Also notify the medical personnel or POC at the Medical Training Facility (or other appropriate medical facility) and ensure they document it in your medical records.
2)                 Obtain all medical records (military and civilian, if applicable) of treatment from medical centers/physician(s).  Make three (3) sets and ensure all copies are always current.  

3)                 File a VAERS report.  A physician (military or civilian) should do this, however, most do not, so, file one on your own regardless of what your medical provider tells you. You may:

 

 
Print out a form and fax/email it to VAERS at: http://vaers.hhs.gov/ or 


        Fill the form out online at: https://secure.vaers.org/VaersDataEntryintro.htm
(See below under “Frequently Asked Questions/Answers”.

 

4)                Begin a daily journal of medical, legal and administrative events that occur following your adverse event(s), including how you are feeling, what symptoms you may be experiencing, or any conversation/action that’s noteworthy. 

5)                Depending on the severity of the adverse event(s), you may want to pursue a medical exemption. (See below under “Frequently Asked Questions/ Answers”).

6)                 If you have notified the chain of command and MTF of adverse events you feel you are experiencing, and no positive action is taken, contact the Walter Reed Vaccine Healthcare Center (WRVHC). Phone: 1-866-210-6469, or log into: https://askvhc.wramc.amedd.army.mil. This is your right. (See below under “Frequently Asked Questions/Answers”).

Frequently Asked Questions/Answers
 

1)                 What is VAERS? 

VAERS stands for Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System. VAERS is a joint FDA-CDC collaborative program to record all reported vaccine adverse events.  If you do not report adverse events, you limit the effectiveness of this program. VAERS can identify possible unsafe vaccines or “hot” or “contaminated” lots of vaccines.  VAERS reports can also pick up adverse events associated with vaccinations not seen in clinical trials, since clinical trials are based on healthy individuals and not on wide-scale use. VAERS reports are used to update FDA-approved product labels.
2)                 How can I obtain a medical or administrative waiver? 

Medical and administrative waivers are mandatory DoD and Service policies. Your medical provider and chain of command are likely not familiar with these policies. Information on these waivers can be found at these websites:
 

         http://www.anthrax.mil/resource/policies/policies.asp
 

         http://www.vaccines.mil/default.aspx?cnt=resource/servicesHome
 

         http://www.vaccines.mil/default.aspx?cnt=resource/servicesHome
 

 

3)
What is Walter Reed Vaccine Healthcare Center (WRVHC)?  

Walter Reed Vaccine Healthcare Center (www.vhcinfo.org) is located in Washington DC, and was congressionally mandated in 2001 primarily to treat adverse events from the anthrax vaccine. WRVHC has since expanded, and added on three (3) other Vaccine Healthcare Centers (VHC) satellites located in VA, TX and NC. These centers now see military personnel, contractors, emergency essential personnel on all military vaccinations. The VHC’s are considered to be experts in military vaccinations as well as adverse events associated with these vaccinations. The severity of a person’s adverse event(s) will determine whether or not they are qualified to attend one of these facilities for evaluation and treatment (if applicable).  Units must pay TDY funds for the VHC consultations.  Do not take a shortage of funds as an acceptable excuse for not being sent to a VHC for treatment. It is also possible for either a VHC nurse practitioner or physician to work in conjunction with your current treating physician(s) for a course of treatment or plan of action.
